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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group 1, claim(s) 68, 69, 75, 94, and 130-132, drawn to a printing blanket and a method 
of making a printing blanket having a metal support plate; 

Group 2, claim(s) 68, 70, 71 , 75, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket having a coating wherein the coating is rubber; 

Group 3, claim(s) 68, 72, 75 ,and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said coating has a ground surface; 

Group 4, claim(s) 68, 73, 75, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said printing blanket has a blanket length said 
depression has a depression width; 

Group 5, claim(s) 68, 74, 75, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said depression is dimensionally stable; 

Group 6, claim(s) 68, 81 , 82, 75, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said depth is between 0.2 mm and 0.3 mm; 

Group 7, claim(s) 68, 83, 75, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said depression has a sweep of 0 mm to 1 mm; 

Group 8, claim(s) 68, 84, 74, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket wherein said depression has a depression width of 3 mm to 8 
mm; 

Group 9, claim(s) 68, 75, 76, 94, and 95, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing a die and using said die for stamping-in 
said depression; 
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Group 10, claim(s) 68, 75, 77, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including forming said depression prior to applying said 
printing blanket to the transfer cylinder; 

Group 11, claim(s) 68, 75, 78, 94, and 96, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing an upper die and a lower die and using 
said upper die and said lower die for forming said depression; 

Group 12, claim(s) 68, 75, 94, and 97, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including deforming said coating; 

Group 13, claim(s) 68, 75, 79, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including forming said depression in said support plate prior to 
applying said printing blanket to the transfer cylinder; 

Group 14, claim(s) 68, 75, 80, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including applying said coating to the support plate and 
deforming said support plate after applying said coating; 

Group 15, claim(s) 68, 75, 85, 86, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing said transfer cylinder depression by cutting 
a barrel of the transfer cylinder; 

Group 16, claim(s) 68, 75, 85, 87, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing an underlayeron the transfer cylinder and 
forming said transfer cylinder depression in said underlayer; 

Group 17, claim(s) 68, 75, 88, 89, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including arranging said depressions in said two axially 
arranged printing blankets; 

Group 18, claim(s) 68, 75, 90-92, and 94, drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing four of said printing plates in an axial 
direction of said plate cylinder; 

Group 19, claim(s) 68, 75, 90, 93, and 94 drawn to a printing blanket and a method of 
making a printing blanket including providing a dampening system and assigning said 
dampening system to said plate cylinder; 

Group 20, claim(s) 98 and 99, drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein two 
of said printing blankets are arranged side-by-side in an axial direction of said transfer 
cylinder; 

Group 21, claim(s) 98 and 100, drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein 
said depression extends in an axial direction of said transfer cylinder; 

Group 22, claim(s) 98, 1 01 , and 1 1 2, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said coating includes first and second coating ends and wherein said 
depression in a groove centered between said first and second coating ends; 
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Group 23, claim(s) 98, 1 01 , 1 1 6, and 1 1 7, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said rubber coating is a multi-layer rubber material; 

Group 24, claim(s) 98, 1 01 , and 1 1 8, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said coating has a ground surface; 

Group 25, claim(s) 98 and 102-104, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said ink-repelling material includes silicon; 

Group 26, claim(s) 98, 102, 103, and 105, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said upper layer is discontinuous; 

Group 27, claim(s) 98, 102, and 106, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said upper layer overlies said lower layer in areas of a print image not to be 
printed; 

Group 28, claim(s) 98, 107, and 108, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said depression is parallel to a longitudinal axis of said transfer cylinder; 

Group 29, claim(s) 98 and 109, drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein 
said depression is a groove formed in said printing blanket; 

Group 30, claim(s) 98, 110, and 111, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein a depth of said groove is between 5% and 10% of a thickness of said coating; 

Group 31, claim(s) 98 and 113, drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein 
said depression has a depression width and said printing blanket has a printing blanket 
length, both in a circumferential diameter of said transfer cylinder, said depression width 
being 0.1 % to 1 .0% of said printing blanket length; 

Group 32, claim(s) 98, 114, and 1 1 5, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said metal support plate is steel; 

Group 33, claim(s) 98 and 119, drawn to a printing group of a printing press including an 
underlayer between said printing blanket and said circumferential surface of said 
transfer cylinder, said underlayer including an underlayer depression; 

Group 34, claim(s) 98 and 120, drawn to a printing group of a printing press including a 
plurality of said printing blankets arranged axially side by side on said transfer cylinder; 

Group 35, claim(s) 98 and 121 , drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein 
each said waterless planographic printing plate extends axially the length of said plate 
cylinder; 

Group 36, claim(s) 98, 122, and 129, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said plate cylinder includes plate end receiving openings aligned in an axial 
direction of said plate cylinder; 

Group 37, claim(s) 98 and 123, drawn to a printing group of a printing press wherein a 
size of each said waterless planographic printing plate corresponds to a newspaper 
page; 
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Group 38, claim(s) 98 and 124-127, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said heat carrier circulating conduits are adapted to receive a fluid; and 

Group 39, claim(s) 98, 124, and 128, drawn to a printing group of a printing press 
wherein said temperature control means senses a circumferential speed of said at least 
one of said plate cylinder and said transfer cylinder. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups 1-38 do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: a lack of unity has 
been established a posteriori, as evidenced by the indication of "X" references in the 
International Search Report for the related PCT application PCT/EP04/53457. An "X" 
reference establishes lack of unity by providing evidence that the independent claims do 
not contain any common features that define a contribution over the prior art. 

3. Claims 68, 75, and 94 link(s) inventions 1 through 19. Claim 98 link(s) inventions 
20 through 39. The restriction requirement among the linked inventions is subject to 
the nonallowance of the linking claim(s), claims 68, 75, 94, and 98, respectively. Upon 
the indication of allowability of the linking claim(s), the restriction requirement as to the 
linked inventions shall be withdrawn and any claim(s) depending from or otherwise 
requiring all the limitations of the allowable linking claim(s) will be rejoined and fully 
examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 1.104 Claims that require all the 
limitations of an allowable linking claim will be entered as a matter of right if the 
amendment is presented prior to final rejection or allowance, whichever is earlier. 
Amendments submitted after final rejection are governed by 37 CFR 1.116; 
amendments submitted after allowance are governed by 37 CFR 1 .312. 
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Applicant(s) are advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional 
application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, the allowable linking claim, 
such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting 
rejections over the claims of the instant application. Where a restriction requirement is 
withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no longer applicable. In re Ziegler, 443 
F.2d 1211, 1215, 170 USPQ 1 29, 1 31 -32 (CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement may be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
preserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does 
not distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, 
the election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEO T. HINZE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2864. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571 .272.2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Leo T. Hinze /Anthony H Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art 

Unit 2854 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
14 May 2008 
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